Department hosts 
daughters on April 27 


On Thursday, April 27, hundreds of 
thousands of 9 through 15-year old girls 
will go to work instead of school. 

In New Jersey, Governor Christine 
Todd Whitman’s office, state agencies 
and private employers will be participat- 
ing in the third annual observance of 
“Take Our Daughters To Work Day,” a 
nationwide project sponsored by the Ms. 
Foundation. 

A steering committee with representa- 
tives from all NJDOT regions has 
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assembled diverse tours, programs and 
presentations that highlight careers in 
transportation and “women at work.” In 
addition, this year the girls will also get a 
chance to spend time on the job with their 
parent or sponsor. 

Some planned events include: a field 
trip in Region 3 to Rte. 88 Bridge/ 
Marine Police headquarters, Point 
Pleasant, a Traffic Operations Center tour 
in Region 2, a construction presentation 
in Region 1, a materials lab demonstra- 
tion in Region 4 and presentations by 
women in various careers at headquar- 
ters. 

All participants will receive certificates 
for their participation. Several girls will be 
chosen by lottery to take part in a special 
program with Governor Whitman. 

This year's steering committee in- 
cludes: Region 1, John Russack; Region 
2, Michelle Fluker, David Hinchey; 
Region 3, Susan Rubinetti; Region 4, 
Rich Mayher and Dodi Price. Headquar- 
ters, Gretchen Boujai, Charlotte Collins, 
Rich Domboski, Debbie Driber, Mark 
Dunlap, Linda Errico, Leon Fulginiti, 
Barbara Haynes, Howard Immordino, 
Edward Kondrath, Miki Krakauer, Peggy 
Lennon, Doreen Plummer, Deb 
Pogorzelski, Judi Tessein, Mary 
Whittaker and Cathy Zelli. 

Last year NJDOT’s “Take Your 
Daughter to Work Day” events were 
attended by more than 150 children in the 
regions and at Headquarters. 
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NJDOT Commissioner Frank J. Wilson makes a point during the April 3 hearing before the 
joint Senate and Assembly Transportation Committees. Wilson, State Treasurer Brian 
Clymer and representatives of the private sector testified in support of Gov. Whitman’s plan 


to reauthorize the Transportation Trust Fund. 


Governor outlines pivotal urban strategy 


With Commissioner Frank J. Wilson at 
her side, Governor Christine Todd 
Whitman announced her Urban Strategy 
for New Jersey at the Batthe Monument 
site in the Canal Banks neighborhood of 
Trenton on March 6. The Department of 
Transportation has joined with other 
state agencies to work with designated 
target communities to devise flexible, 
neighborhood-based, community-driven 
strategies that will permit the develop- 


ment of locally defined solutions to 
local problems. 

The strategy seeks to redevelop New 
Jersey’s urban areas neighborhood by 
neighborhood, based on revitalization 
plans that have strong community 
initiative and private sector involvement. 
All levels of government will be in- 
volved. Four cities have been chosen to 
initiate the strategy in specific neighbor- 


(Continued on page 4) 


Korean government fellow to join NJDOT 


The Department has accepted Hae 
Sung Hwang as a Government Fellow of 
the Advanced Professional Training 
Program of the Korean Government. 

After the Sung Soo Grand bridge failure 
in October 1994, Sung Park of the 
Department’s Bureau of Structural Design 
went to Korea as the special technical 
advisor to Mayor Byung Yul Choi of 
Seoul. His mission was to inspect the 


remaining Han River bridges, provide 
technical assistance to resolve various 
bridge problems in Seoul and offer a 
feasibility study of repairing the collapsed 
bridge. 

The Korean Government, impressed 
with Park’s work, asked that he make 
arrangements for NJDOT to participate in 
the Korean Government’s Advanced 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Deputy Commissioner Sharon Landers led a distinguished panel of speakers at a seminar 
entitled “Breaking the Glass Ceiling” which was held in the Headquarters Multi-purpose 
room on March 29. It was the final event in the annual observance of Women's History 
Month. Natalie Havran, (seated left) Director of Human Resources, served as moderator. 
The panelists included Linda Anselmini, Commissioner of Personnel and former NJDOT 
Assistant Commissioner; Hazel Frank Gluck, President of Policy Management & 
Communications and former NJDOT Commissioner; and Jean Britton, an Engineer and 
Deputy Attorney General for NJDOT. 
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SHRP work zone safety devices will be de ated on Wednesday April 26, 
between 9:30 and 10:30 a.m. in Parking Area A across from the Foran Building at the 
Headquarters Complex in Ewing. Vehicle intrusion alarms, opposing traffic lane 
dividers, flashing stop/slow paddles and portable rumble strips will be among the 
devices on display. 

The Department’s SHRP Implementation Committee arranged for the Federal 
Highway Administration mobile display. Anyone responsible for work zone safety is 
invited to attend the one-hour presentation. Contact Frank Palise at 908-308-4022 for 
more information. 
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Commissioner Frank J. Wilson and Marge Jamison, Chairwoman of COST, the Council 
on Specialized Transportation (Handicapped/Elderly), present Joseph Huggler and Ron 
Hand of the Office of Suburban Mobility with plaques recognizing their “dedication and 
inspirational work” on behalf of the elderly and handicapped. 


The NJDOT's Multi-Cultural Comm- 
ittee will be sponsoring an International 
Day in and around the Multi-purpose 
Room at the Headquarters Complex in 
Ewing on Wednesday, May 17, from 
noon to 3 p.m. for all NJDOTers. 

Employees from all ethnic back- 
grounds are encouraged to participate 
in this event. Arts, crafts and food 
from different countries will be on 
display and native dress will also be 
worn as the Department celebrates its 
culturally diverse workforce. 

Anyone interested in participating 
may contact: (All area code 609) 
Sharon Waters, Chairperson at 530- 
2937; Minda Angeles, 530-2162; 
Claudette Bailey, 530-4655; David 
Alvin, 530-2260 and Seth Ahiekpor, 
530-5564. 


BS 
iv iGCol 


a 
ainee 
or 
ey EG 
St! 


From page one 


Professional Training Program. This 
program involves sending multi-disciplined 
engineers to other countries to gain 
knowledge and expertise in all facets of 
highway engineering. Hae Sung Hwang is 
the first engineer chosen and will join the 
Department’s Bureau of Traffic Engineer- 
ing and Safety Programs this month for an 
18-month stay. 

In a letter to the Korean Vice Minister of 
Construction and Transportation, Commis- 
sioner Frank J. Wilson advised that the 
Department would be happy to participate 
in the training program. All expenses 
involved will be paid for by the Korean 
government. 
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Governor Christine T. Whitman 
Commissioner Frank J. Wilson 
Director Alyn Ackermann 
The Transporter is published for the 
employees and retirees of the New Jersey 
Department of Transportation. It is written and 
designed by the Communications Office, Main 
Office Building, Trenton, NJ 08625, (609) 530- 
2121. The Transporter is printed by the 
Department’s Print Shop. 
Camille Sinclair, Managing Editor; 
Gerald Guarnieri, Page Editor; 
Frank Bridgewater, Graphic Artist; 
John Dourgarian, Bob McHugh, Jeff Lamm 
and Deb Pogorzelski, Contributors; Kathleen 
Callahan, Debbie Wilson and Judi Tessein, 
Support Staff. 


Births 


William Garrison, Electrical Mechanic 
1, Region 4 Electrical in Cherry Hill and 
his wife, Donna, welcomed a 6lb. 1 loz. 
girl, Rose Marie, who was born April 1. 


Recent retirees 


Frederick L. Burns, C&M Tech., Region 
3, 26 years; Robert Fischer, Truck Driver 
Region 3, 22 years; Robert Conover, 
Equipment Operator, Region 4, 21 years; 
John Rainier, Maintenance Worker I, 
Region 4, 9 years and Charles Werling, 
Drawbridge Operator, Region 5, 4 years. 


Obituaries 


Gary Comfort, 52, died March 1. He 
was Principal Engineer in Roadway 
Design and had been with the Depart- 
ment since 1964. He is survived by his 
mother and a daughter. 

Mark Dombrowski, 40 , died March 
13. He was a Heavy Equipment Operator 
in the Freehold Garage for the past 17 
years. He is survived by his wife, Nancy. 


NJDOT retirees hold winter reunion under the Florida sun 


Stepowany (Design); Steve Socey (Equipment); Dave Benoist 
(Construction); Dave Quaid (Construction); Maury Guadagno 
(Construction); Alicia Combs, Joe Combs (Personnel); Bill 
Birkhead (Construction); Shirley Birkhead, Frank Packowetz 
(Construction); Ted Hamler (Construction), Joan Nolan 
(Commissioner's Office). (BOTTOM ROW) Adolph Stepowany, 
(ROW); Ethel Nolan, Mrs. Maury Guadagno, Mrs. Nick Nicu, 
Kathy Wegel, Frank Wegel, (Materials), Chet Andres (Design), 
Warren Sunderland (Bridge). 


Twenty-three members of the NJDOT Retirees Association 
(DOTRA) and their spouses got together on February 21 in 
Rockledge, Florida. Some are now full-time Florida residents 
while others are “snow birds,” who flee the North during the 
winter months. The group would like to hear from other 
NJDOT retirees who may be in the area. Contact Chet or Dot 
Andres in Florida at (904) 423-4968 (winter) and in Trenton at 
(609) 896-1470 (spring/summer). Dot Andres (Maintenance) 
photographed the group: (TOP ROW) Helen Socey; Marie 
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John Veenstra, 64, died March 10. 
The 40-year NJDOT veteran retired in 
1991 as a Crew Supervisor in Region 3. 
He is survived by a daughter, Denise, and 
two grandchildren. 

George S. DeLotto, 88, died on March 
31. He retired in 1974 as a Highway 
Inspector after 11 years of service. He is 
survived by his daughter, Judith Ann 
Morrison, and two grandchildren. 

Robert Giovanetti, 67, died on March 
31. The WW II veteran retired as 
Principal Title Examiner, Right of Way 
in 1991 after 23 years of service. He is 
survived by his wife, Emily and two 
daughters. 

Gregory P. Schaller, 47, died on 
March 29. He retired in 1994 asa C&M 
Technician III, Roadway Design after 27 
years with the Department. He is 
survived by his mother, Margaret, and 
two brothers. 

William J. Dolci, 64, died on March 
28. He retired in 1991 after 34 years as a 
C&M Technician II in Region 3. He is 
survived by his wife, Eleanor, and two 
daughters. 


Russo appointed 


Michael Russo has been named District 
3 Engineer, Bureau of Local Highway 
Design, Freehold. He has a bachelor of 
science in Civil Engineering from the 
University of Miami and has been with the 
Department for 12 years. As District 3 
Engineer, Russo is responsible for all State 
Aid projects in Monmouth, Mercer, 
Middlesex and Ocean counties. 

In announcing the appointment, 
Assistant Commissioner Ken Afferton 
also praised Robert Werkmeister for the 
outstanding job he did as Acting District 3 
Engineer since 1991. 


Aliseo named 


Commissioner Wilson has appointed Joe 
Aliseo as Project Manager for the high 
priority I-280 project in Newark. 

“The project will improve access to 
Newark from I-280,” said Aliseo. The 
project is currently in Phase II of design. 

In announcing the appointment, Wilson 
said that Aliseo will be the Department’s 
lead professional in advancing the promising 
“design/build” concept for major projects. 
It means that a contractor both designs and 
builds a project in accordance with NJDOT 
specifications. This approach is expected to 
reduce time and costs of delivering projects. 

Aliseo is a Supervising Engineer II in 
Region 2 Design and has been with the 
Department for 23 years. 


Department readies new employee trip reduction options 


by Tim McGough, NJDOT Employer Trip Reduction Coordinator 


People have been stopping me in the 
hall to ask about the status of NJDOT’s 
Employer Trip Reduction (ETR) Compli- 
ance Plan. As you may know, there are 
several employee commute options 
(ECO) in our plan which have drawn a 
great deal of interest among employees. 

I’m sure you have heard about 
proposed changes to the ETR program in 
the newspapers and on television. I have 
been relatively quiet lately regarding our 
own compliance plan because there have 
been changes on the federal and state 
levels which help employers throughout 
the state comply with the federal man- 
dates of the Clean Air Act. New Jersey 
has taken a leadership role in developing 
a more common sense approach to 
cleaning the air we breathe. 

We have developed a series of revi- 
sions to the New Jersey’s ETR program 


Governor's urban strategy 


hoods: Trenton (Canal Banks), Asbury 
Park, Elizabeth (Greater Elizabeth 
Midtown) and Camden (North Camden). 

The Urban Coordinating Council 
(UCC) will represent the state. Pippa 
Woods, Director of the Transportation 
Policy office, has been working with the 
UCC for the last eight months to shape 
the strategy and the initial outreach. She 
now brings the process home to NJDOT 
with the establishment of an Urban 
Advisory Staff Group (UASG). 

“The UASG will assist Commissioner 
Wilson in developing policies and 
programs with an urban focus,” Woods 


which will affect how all employers, 
including the Department, go about 
complying with the program. Those 
revisions should become law this June 
and by mid-summer we should be well on 
our way toward compliance. 

We are now in the process of imple- 
menting the employee commute options 
that were contained in our plan. Those 
options include: 

¢ shifting your work hours outside of 
the peak period 

* compressed work weeks 

* shuttles between transit centers and 
the Department 

* increased ridesharing programs and 
incentives 

* other programs that support the trip 
reduction goals. 

All information about the options, 
including details on how to participate, 
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said. “We will coordinate intra-agency 
programs, policies and funding to 
improve service to urban communities 
and oversee and coordinate the 
Department’s participation in projects 
undertaken by the Governor’s UCC.” 

The UASG consists of representatives 
from Traffic Engineering and Local Aid, 
Community Involvement, Transportation 
Systems Planning, Capital Programming 
and Management and New Jersey 
Transit and is chaired by Woods. 

“The key to a successful urban 
strategy is partnership,” Governor 
Whitman said when she debuted the 


will be channeled through your managers. 
Some options may be available before 
others; some are relatively easy to 
implement, while others may require more 
long-term coordination. 

I do have some additional information 
regarding one of the most talked about 
ECOs. At the end of March, Deputy 
Commissioner Sharon Landers approved 
the use of compressed work weeks. 
Because of the different functions each 
office performs, not all areas of the 
Department will be eligible to participate. 
I have already worked with Department 
management to identify these areas, so 
we should be able to proceed quickly 
with implementation of the compressed 
work week schedules. 

All inquiries should be directed to your 
manager. I will be sending additional 
information to them soon. 


program last month. 

According to Woods, the strategy's 
success will derive from the levels of 
cooperation we can achieve in funda- 
mentally and permanently improving 
and increasing the flexibility of state 
programs so that they meet the unique 
needs of each community. 

“At NJDOT this means that everyone 
should keep an eye out for ways that our 
programs can assist urban areas or how 
we can work with other state agencies 
and localities to more efficiently deliver 
services to urban areas, starting with the 
four targeted cities,” Woods said. 
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